
Report to: Cabinet, 8th December 2015

Report of: Cabinet Member for Sport, Leisure and Retail

________________________________________________________________________

Subject: SOUTH WORCESTERSHIRE PLAYING PITCH STRATEGY 2015 – 2030 – 
KEY DECISION

1. Purpose of Report

1.1 To seek Cabinet’s endorsement of the South Worcestershire Playing Pitch Strategy.

2. Background

2.1 In 2014 the Council, in partnership with Wychavon and Malvern Hills District 
Councils, commissioned consultants to produce a South Worcestershire Strategy for 
outdoor pitch provision for football, rugby, cricket and hockey. This followed a 
recommendation from Sport England that the previous 2010 study required updating 
in line with revised guidance published by Sport England in October 2013.

2.2 A strategy is required for the following reasons;

 to provide up to date evidence to inform infrastructure requirements in light of 
projected population growth, to support the South Worcestershire Development 
Plan and to ensure that infrastructure requirements for sport and leisure are fully 
understood;

 to inform decision making in relation to Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) and 
S106;

 to understand and promote participation in pitch sports and to encourage joined 
up working and solutions both for the Councils and the sporting organisations 
that are active in the area;

 to provide evidence to help secure external funding; and

 to bring together the priorities of key stakeholders and support the delivery of 
sport and health agendas.

2.3 Following extensive consultation with the national and local organisations for 
football, rugby, cricket and hockey, the final draft has been produced. The content 
and recommendations of this Strategy in large part reflect existing levels of 
participation in the four pitch based sports (football, cricket, rugby and hockey) and 
the aspirations of existing sports clubs and their governing bodies to maintain, 
improve, and grow provision.

3. The South Worcestershire Playing Pitch Strategy

3.1 The vision for the strategy is to create “a high quality sporting infrastructure that 
meets the current and projected future needs of players at all levels and promotes 
participation and physical activity” across South Worcestershire.

3.2 To achieve this strategic vision, it seeks to deliver the following objectives;

 to protect existing playing fields;



 to enhance existing playing pitches and tailor them to the requirements of users 
of the facilities; and

 to provide new playing pitches that are fit for purpose to meet current and future 
needs.

3.3 The strategy is based on a range of factors, including:
 Geographical issues
 Population demographics
 Population growth
 Participation in sport

3.4 The role of the strategy includes:
 Sports development planning 
 Supporting funding bids
 Informing decision making

3.5 A Playing Pitch Strategy Assessment Report for each district forms the evidence base 
for the Strategy. For Worcester (Appendix 1) it identifies key issues summarised 
below;

Football
 Spare capacity is restricted at peak times.
 Capacity is available at non peak times, particularly on Council operated 

sites.
 Tenure is not secure at several privately owned sites
 Population growth within the City is predicted to have a limited impact 

on demand.
 There is demand for additional full sized artificial pitch provision.

Cricket
 Capacity is tight across the City with very little, if any, spare at peak or 

off peak times
 Existing clubs require additional pitch capacity and improvements to 

training, changing and social facilities
Rugby

 There are no rugby clubs located within the City, although Worcester 
RFC is located on the City boundary

 Current provision meets competitive demand, but there is potential for 
growth.

 Improvements to pitch quality and training facilities are required
Hockey

 Whilst demand is met in terms of numbers of pitches across the city, 
this does not meet club needs.

 There is an aspiration for a single site with training and social facilities 
to develop a community club and potential regional centre.

3.6 The South Worcestershire Playing Pitch Strategy (Appendix 2) puts forward detailed 
potential proposals to address the issues identified, which relate to individual sites or 
clubs.

3.7 The City Council will have a role in working with partners across South 
Worcestershire to ensure a joined up approach. 



3.8 For some projects the Council will have a role in securing funding from new 
development to deliver improvements. The Council is also a significant provider of 
football pitches.

3.9 However, the lead partner for many of these issues will be the relevant clubs or 
sporting bodies. 

4. Future Work

4.1 The Strategy provides the context for future provision and development of playing 
pitches within Worcester City and South Worcestershire. It will be used to inform the 
Council’s decision making with regard to development management, direct provision 
of facilities, and support for relevant projects.

4.2 Officers will continue to work closely with partners including Malvern Hills and 
Wychavon District Councils, sporting governing bodies and local clubs and 
associations.

4.3 The strategy has been drafted based on evidence gained over the past 12 months. It 
should be noted that this evidence may change over time and the impact of any 
changes will be considered when refreshing the strategy or making policy or 
operational decisions.

5. Equalities, Financial, Health and Safety, HR, Legal, Policy, and Risk 
Management Implications

 
5.1 Equalities Implications

Sporting activity can help to break down barriers that exclude individuals and 
communities from achieving their potential. The provision of the right sporting 
facilities (right location and right quality) will increase the participation of Worcester 
residents in sport with benefits for both health and equalities objectives of the 
Council and public sector organisations in general.

5.2 Financial Implications
An up to date evidence base for the provision of playing pitches across South 
Worcestershire will ensure that future public and private investment in facilities is 
targeted appropriately. This will ensure that limited resources are used to achieve 
maximum impact through joint working with the neighbouring district councils and 
sports organisations. Failure of the Council to endorse the strategy would result in 
the Council and its partners being unable to secure external funding from Sport 
England and National Governing Bodies, it would also make the securing of planning 
obligations for sports pitches much more difficult.

5.3 Health and Safety Implications
No implications arise from the content of this report.

5.4 HR & Legal Implications
No implications arise from the content of this report.

5.5 Policy Implications
The publication of an up to date playing pitch strategy is important for the successful 
implementation of the South Worcestershire Development Plan which is currently 
planned for adoption in early 2016. The strategy will ensure that further associated 
policy decisions are well informed.



Theme 2 of the Corporate Plan is “Growing a vibrant city with sports, leisure and 
retail”. This theme includes the goal of attracting national or international standard 
sporting events, and the strategy to facilitate and promote inclusive sports facilities. 
The playing pitch strategy will help to direct investment that will develop Worcester’s 
reputation as a sporting City. 

5.6 Risk Management Implications

The strategy mitigates the risk of making investment decisions without a sound 
evidence base.

6. Comments of David Sutton, Service Manager, Cleaner and Greener City

6.1 The Council has a role in guiding, facilitating, and directly delivering playing pitch 
facilities. It is therefore important that the City Council maintains up to date 
evidence to guide the development and provision of sports pitches. As well as the 
facilities provided and maintained by the City Council there are many other sports 
pitches that make up the offer within the City. The Playing Pitch Strategy provides 
the context for future partnership working between the City Council, neighbouring 
authorities, and national, regional and local sporting organisations.

6.2 Development of a strategy across the whole of South Worcestershire is particularly 
important given the projected housing growth in neighbouring districts contiguous 
with the City boundaries. 

6.3 Delivery of the individual actions recommended by the strategy will be dependent on 
the availability of public and private funding from a number of sources, with the 
Council taking differing roles leading, facilitating or supporting partner organisations.

7. THE CABINET MEMBER FOR SPORT LEISURE & RETAIL, COUNCILLOR MIKE 
JOHNSON, RECOMMENDS:

7.1 That Cabinet endorse the South Worcestershire Playing Pitch Strategy.

Ward(s): All

Contact Officer: David Sutton Tel. 01905 722302 
david.sutton@worcester.gov.uk 

Background Papers: None

mailto:david.sutton@worcester.gov.uk

